An explanation of the offside law and the new FIFA interpretation

by Jim de Rennes, FA Referee


OFFSIDE: NO CHANGE IN THE LAW
There has, of course, been no change in the Law.  FIFA has, however, clarifies the application of the Law in order:

To protect attacking play intended to lead to a goal, which is the ultimate objective in football

Law 11 says that:  a player in an offside position is only penalised if, at the moment the ball is touched or played by one of his team, he is, in the opinion of the referee, involved in active play by:

· Interfering with play, or

· Interfering with an opponent, or

· Gaining an advantage by being in that position

The FIFA interpretation of the three possibilities is as follows:

· A player is only interfering with play if he PLAYS OR TOUCHES a ball passed or touched by a team-mate.

· A player is only interfering with an opponent if he PREVENTS an opponent from playing or being able to play the ball.  For example, by clearly obstructing the goalkeeper’s line of vision or movements.

· A player is also interfering with an opponent if he makes a gesture or movement while standing in the path of the ball to DECIEVE OR DISTRACT an opponent
· A player is only gaining an advantage by being in that position if he PLAYS A BALL that rebounds off a post, crossbar or opponent having been offside when the ball was played or touched by a member of his own team.

These are more limited interpretations of the working of the law than we have been used to.  The task of making judgements should be easier within these narrower limits.  More than ever assistants must hold the flag until they have seen where the ball arrives and judged player movement in relation to it,

A LATE FLAG WILL BE A GREAT FLAG
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